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AL. S. Department of Agriculture. 


By a recently enacted law IT am instructed to conduct “at some point in the District of Columbia, experi- 
ments with automatic machinery for reeling silk from the cocoon.” To enabie me to prosecute these experi- 
ments I shall purchase a few thousand pounds of dry cocoons upon the following conditions. 

No samples should be sent in before September 1, 1886, and no cocoons will be purchased before October 
Ist. 

The highest price that will be paid will not execed $1.15 per pound, and this will be given for such co- 
coons. only as will produce one pound of silk from four pounds of raw material. For inferior cocoons such 
prices will be paid as their quality will justify, and it must be remembered that very poor cocoons cannot be 
recled and are only salable as waste and as such bring excessively low prices. In the present state ofthe industry 
in this country but few raisers produce cocoons of such quality as willcommand the maximum price quoted. 

Persons having cocoons to sell should notify this office before shipment so that they may be informed 
whether or not the full quantity required has heen purchased. This ORAS be done upon the enclosed official 
postal ecard. No cocoons will be purchased except by previous azreement, and lots shipped without. re- 
ward to these instructions will not be returned to the shipper at the expense of this Department. It would be 
wise to send with the notification a small sample of cocoons, which may be mailed without payment of postage 
if the enclosed franking label be used. Upon receipt of such a sample the shipper will be informed, approxi- 
mately, ot the price which will be pac for the cocoons. But as it is extremely diflicult to judge of the value 
of the whole lot by the inspection of a sinall sample T ecannot undertake to bind mysclt by the estimate thus 
viven. Lots of cocoons weighing not more than four pounds may be sent by mail with one of the enclosed 
slips attached. | 

In shipping samples or lots of cocoons it is very Important that the name and the address of the shipper 
should be placed both inside and on the outside of each parcel or box. All freight and express charges must 
be prepaid by the shipper. 
| In order to save transportation expenses it is sugeested that neighbors combine their small lots in one 
ease and ship them by freight. The lots should however be separately packed in the case and cach labeled 
with the name and address of its owner. | 

No special instructions arc needed as to the packing of cocoons for shipment beyond calling attention to 


the fact that crashing must be cuarded against. No soft or foul cocoons should be placed in the case, 
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NOKMAN |]. COLMAN, 


Commissioner Of AErtCullure. 
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Please do not d to other the books 
and periodical: ged to you. Return 
them to the Library to be charged to 
the persons who wish them. 


The mutilation, destruction, or theft 
of Library property is punishable by law. 
(20 Stat. 171, June 15, ise 
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